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Alliance for Early Success
http://earlysuccess.org/

Campaign for Grade Level Reading
http://www.Gradelevelreading.net#sthash.PgI8D6HI.dpuf

Council for a Strong America

www.councilforastrongamerica.org

First Five Years Fund
http:/ffyf.org/

First Focus



www.firstfocus.org

National Black Child Development Institute

www.nbcdi.org

National Council of La Raza
http://www.nclr.org/index.php/issues_and_programs/education

lece/

Pew Center on the States Home Visiting Projects
www.pewstates.org/projects/home-visiting-campaign-
328065#sthash.PgI8D6eHI.dpuf

The Ounce of Prevention Fund

http://www.theounce.org/

Save the Children
http://www.savethechildren.org
[site/c.8rK LIXMGIpI4E/b.6115947/k.B143/Official_USA_Site.htm

Voices for Children

http://www.voicesforchildren.org/

Parent Development And Leadership Programs

Abriendo Puertas
http://ap-od.org/
AVANCE

http://www.avance.org/

Centering Pregnancy and Centering Parenting
https://www.centeringhealthcare.org/pages/centering-model

/parenting-overview.php

Family Wellness



www.familywellness.com/skills.php

Legacy for Children
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/childdevelopment/legacy.html

MALDEF (Mexican American Legal Defense Fund) Parent School
Partnership Program

http://www.maldef.org/leadership/programs/psp/index.html
Parent Empowerment Project

http://www.nbcdi.org/what-we-do/parent-empowerment-project
Parent Leadership Training Institute

http://www.cga.ct.gov/coc/plti_overview.htm

The Positive Parenting Program (Triple P)
http://www.triplep.net/glo-en/home/

Strengthening Families / Parent Cafés
http://www.bestrongfamilies.net/build-protective-factors

/parent-cafes/parent-cafe-model/

Strengthening Families Program

http://www.strengtheningfamiliesprogram.org/

Model Early Education Programs

CAP Tulsa: Early Childhood Education
https://captulsa.org/families/early-childhood-education/

David C. Abbott Early Learning Center
http://www.marlboro.k12.nj.us/AbbottEarlyLearningCenter.

cfm?subpage=11

Educare

http://www.theounce.org/educare



First 5 California

http://www.firstscalifornia.com/

LAUP
http://laup.net/

Providence Talks

http://www.providencetalks.org/

Project EAGLE, University of Kansas Medical Center
http://www.projecteagle.org/

Southwest Human Development

http://www.swhd.org/
Talk, Read, Play (Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City, Missouri)

https://www.thefamilyconservancy.org/parenting-resources

/talk-read-play

Talk with Your Baby
http://talkwithyourbaby.org/

Touch, Talk, Read, Play
http://www.urbanchildinstitute.org/key-initiatives/touch-talk-

read-play

United Way Center for Excellence in Early Education

http://www.unitedwaycfe.org/

Home-Visiting Programs

Any Baby Can
http://www.anybabycan.org/

Bright Beginnings (Colorado)
http://brightbeginningsusa.org/denver-talks-back/



Early Head Start Home Visiting
http://homvee.acf.hhs.gov/Implementation/3/Early-Head-Start-
Home-Visiting-EHS-HV-/8

Healthy Families America

http://www.healthyfamiliesamerica.org/home/index.shtml

Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
http://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs/homevisiting/

Nurse-Family Partnership
http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/public-policy/Home-

visiting-support-letters

Parents as Teachers

http://www.parentsasteachers.org/

Resources For Parents And Educators

American Academy of Pediatrics

http://www.aap.org

American Library Association

http://www.ala.org

Ascend: Developing Kids to Their Full Potential
http://ascendkids.com/

Aspen Institute Ascend Network

http://ascend.aspeninstitute.org/network

Baby Talk
http://www.usfsp.edu/fsc/baby-talk/

Brazelton Touchpoints

http://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/



Child Care Aware of America

http://childcareaware.org/

Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
http://ectacenter.org/

Get Ready to Read (National Center for Learning Disabilities)
http://www.getreadytoread.org/early-learning-childhood-
basics/early-childhood/understanding-language-development-

in-preschoolers

The Hanen Program for Parents of Children with Language Delays:
It Takes Two to Talk
http://www.hanen.org/Programs/For-Parents/It-Takes-Two-to-

Talk.aspx

Illinois Early Learning Project

http://illinoisearlylearning.org/

The Incredible Years
http://incredibleyears.com/

Learn The Signs. Act Early. (CDC)
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/

National Association for the Education of Young Children

www.naeyc.org

National Association for Family Child Care

http://www.nafcc.org

National Center for Families Learning

http://www.familieslearning.org/

National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family

National Head Start Association

http://www.nhsa.org/



PBS Parents
http://www.pbs.org/parents/

Baby & Toddler
http://www.pbs.org/parents/child-development/baby-and-
toddler/

PNC Grow Up Great

https://www.pnc.com/grow-up-great

Reach Out and Read

http://www.reachoutandread.org/
http://www.reachoutandread.org/why-we-work/our-initiatives/

Read-Talk-Play
http://www.readtalkplay.org/

Sesame Workshop

http://www.sesameworkshop.org/

Sing, Talk, Read (STAR)
http://www.learndc.org/earlychildhood/sing-talk-read

Talk, Read, Play (Boston, MA)
http://www.talkreadplay.org/

Talk With Me Baby (Georgia)
http://www.talkwithmebaby.org/

Text4baby
https://www.text4baby.org/

Too Small to Fail’s “Talking Is Teaching: Talk, Read, Sing” Campaign

http://www.toosmall.org
http://www.talkingisteaching.org

Univision and Too Small to Fail’s “Pequefios y Valiosos” Campaign

http://noticias.univision.com/educacion/pequenos-y-valiosos



Vroom

http://www.joinvroom.org/

Zero to Three

http://www.zerotothree.org/

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)
http://www.asha.org/

Policy Centers And Resources

Brookings’s Social Policy: Early Childhood Development
http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/early-child-

development

Center for Law and Social Policy

http://www.clasp.org/

Committee for Economic Development

www.ced.org

Division for Early Childhood
http://www.dec-sped.org/

Heckman Equation

http://www.heckmanequation.org

Kids Count, Annie E. Casey Foundation

http://www.aecf.org/work/kids-count/

National Academy for State Health Policy

www.nashp.org

National Center for Children in Poverty

WWW.NCCP.Org

National Women’s Law Center
http://www.nwlc.org/our-issues/child-care-%2526-early-

learning/head-start



New America Foundation

http://earlyed.newamerica.net/dashboard

Office of the Administration for Children and Families
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd

Policy Report: Creating Opportunities for Families: A Two-
Generation Approach
http://www.aecf.org/m/resourcedoc/aecf-

CreatingOpportunityforFamilies-2014.pdf#page=3

Report of the National Early Childhood Accountability Task Force
http://policyforchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2o13/07
/Taking-Stock.pdf

U.S. Department of Education: Early Learning Initiative

http://www.ed.gov/early-learning

Research Centers And Projects

Center for Children and Families: University of Texas at Dallas
http://ccf.utdallas.edu/

Center for the Economics of Human Development

http://www.cchd.uchicago.edu

Center on the Developing Child: Harvard University
http://developingchild.harvard.edu/

Center for Early Education and Development: University of Minnesota

http://www.cehd.umn.edu/ceed/

Child Trends

www.childtrends.org

Columbia University: National Center for Children and Families
http://policyforchildren.org/research-projects/early-care-

education/



Erikson Institute Herr Research Center for Children and Social Policy

http://www.erikson.edu/herr-research-center/

Frank Porter Graham Child Development Institute

http://fpg.unc.edu/
Proyecto Habla conmigo! (Talk with Me!): Language Learning Lab,

Stanford University
http://web.stanford.edu/group/langlearninglab/cgi-bin/habla
conmigo.php

Harvard Family Research Project: The Family Involvement Network
of Educators (FINE)
http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement/fine-family-

involvement-network-of-educators

Human Early Learning Partnership

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/

Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences (I-LABS)
http://ilabs.uw.edu/

Juniper Gardens Children’s Project
http://jgcp.ku.edu/

KidTalk
http://vkc.mc.vanderbilt.edu/kidtalk/

Mind in the Making

http://www.mindinthemaking.org/

Thirty Million Words Initiative
http://thirtymillionwords.org/

University of Chicago: Center for Early Childhood Research
http://babylab.uchicago.edu/page/our-research

What Works Clearinghouse: Institute of Education Sciences

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/topic.aspx?sid=4



International Programs

1,000 Days

http://www.thousanddays.org/

The Hanen Centre

http://www.hanen.org/Home.aspx

Oxford’s Handbook of Early Childhood Development Research
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:

050/9780199922994.001.0001/acprof-9780199922994

UNICEF Early Childhood Development
http://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood/

WHO’s Commission on the Social Determinants of Health: Early
Childhood Development
http://whglibdoc.who.int/hq/2007/a91213.pdf?ua=1
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It should be noted that, while all those described in the book are real, and
their stories are true, names have been changed to protect their privacy.

Chapter 1: Connections
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before leaving the hospital: National Institutes of Health, Fact sheet:

Newborn hearing screening, National Institute on Deafness and Other

Communication Disorders, 2010, accessed December 16, 2014, http:/

report.nih.gov/nihfactsheets/Pdfs/NewbornHearingScreening(NIDCD).
pdf.

approved for young children: National Institutes of Health, Fact sheet:

Cochlear implants, National Institute on Deafness and Other Commu-

nication Disorders, 2010, accessed December 16, 2014, http:/report.
nih.gov/nihfactsheets/Pdfs/CochlearImplants(NIDCD).pdf.

negative impact on a newborn’s development: Dimity Dornan, “Hear-

ing loss in babies is a neurological emergency,” Alexander Graham Bell

Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (2009), accessed Decem-

ber 17, 2014, http://www.hearandsayresearchandinnovation.com.au/
UserFiles/files/Publications/Dornan%202009%20Hearing % 20loss

% 20emergency.pdf.

one-third of deaf adults are functionally illiterate: Connie Mayer,

“What really matters in the early literacy development of deaf chil-

dren,” Journal of Deaf Studies and Deaf Education 12.4 (2007): 411—
431. Statistics quoted from p. 412.

predictor of long-term academic success: Joy Lesnick, Robert M. Go-

erge, and Cheryl Smithgall, “Reading on grade level in third grade:



13

22

How is it related to high school performance and college enrollment,”
Chicago: Chapin Hall at the University of Chicago (2010).

Nim Tottenham: “Parents are playing a really big role in shaping chil-
dren’s brain development.” And parenting, she says, is a bit like oxy-
gen. It’s easy to take for granted until you see someone who isn’t getting
enough. Statement attributed to Nim Tottenham, in Jon Hamilton,
“Orphans’ lonely beginnings reveal how parents shape a child’s brain,”
Shots: Health News from National Public Radio, National Public Ra-
dio, February 24, 2014.

stark disparities in ultimate educational achievement: Betty Hart and
Todd R. Risley, Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of
Young American Children (Baltimore: Paul H. Brookes, 1995).

Chapter 2: The First Word
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“cumulative vocabulary growth curves”: Betty Hart and Todd Ris-
ley, “The early catastrophe: The 20 million word gap by age 3,”
American Education (Spring 2003): 1, accessed December 19, 2014,
http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/ TheEarlyCatastrophe.
pdf.

had not attended the intensive preschool program: Betty Hart and
Todd Risley, Meaningful Differences. See chap. 1, “Intergenerational
transmission of competence,” pp. 1-20, for a full discussion of Hart
and Risley’s first interventions and their results.

break the “cycle of poverty” through preschool education: T.R. Risley
and B. Hart, “Promoting early language development,” in The Crisis
in Youth Mental Health: Critical Issues and Effective Programs, vol.
4, Early Intervention Programs and Policies, pp. 83-88, ed. N.F. Watt,
C. Ayoub, R.H. Badley, J.E. Puma, and W.A. LeBoef (Westport, CT:
Praeger, 2006); also presented as an open source article: Todd R. Ris-
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na’s economy surpassed the United States’, $17.6 trillion to $17.4 tril-
lion, according to the International Monetary Fund (IMF). See Ben
Carter, “Is China’s economy really the largest in the world?” BBC
News Magazine, 2014, accessed February 18, 2015, http:/www.bbc.
com/news/magazine-30483762.

sixteen million of whom lived below the poverty line: Yang Jiang,
Mercedes Ekono, and Curtis Skinner, “Basic facts about low-income
children: Children under 18 Years, 2013,” National Center for Chil-
dren in Poverty, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia Univer-
sity, January 1, 2015, accessed March 4, 2015, http://www.nccp.org
/publications/pdf/text_r1oo.pdf.

healthy behavior, and adult productivity: James ]. Heckman, “The
economics of inequality: The value of early childhood education,”
American Educator (zo11), accessed February 18, 2015, https://'www.
aft.org//sites/default/files/periodicals/Heckman.pdf.

“Bridging the Thirty-Million-Word Gap”: See the Bridge the Word
Gap website at https:/bridgethewordgap.wordpress.com for an over-
view of the meeting results and a list of participating agencies and or-
ganizations.

“Public Policies, Made to Fit People”: Richard Thaler, “Public Poli-
cies, Made to Fit People,” The New York Times, August 24, 2013, ac-
cessed March 4, 2015, http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/25/business
/public-policies-made-to-fit-people.html?_r=o>.

awarded the grand prize by the Bloomberg Mayors Challenge: “2012—-
2013 Mayors Challenge,” Bloomberg Philanthropies: Mayors Chal-
lenge, accessed March 4, 2015, http://mayorschallenge.bloomberg.org
/index.cfm?objectid=7E9F3B30-1A4F-11E3-8975000C29C7CA2F.
“Bridging the Early Language Gap: A Plan for Scaling Up”: Dana
Suskind, Patricia Kuhl, Kristin R. Leffel, Susan Landry, Flavio Cunha,
and Kathryn M. Nevkerman, “Bridging the early word gap: A plan for
scaling up” (white paper prepared for the White House meeting on
Bridging the Thirty-Million-Word Gap), September 2013.

Dr. Perri Klass: Personal communication, February 19, 2015.
fee-for-service world of medicine: Carol Peckham, “Number of patient
visits per week ,” slide 17, Medscape Pediatrician Compensation
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Report 2014 (2014), accessed February 18, 2015, http://www.medscape.
com/features/slideshow/compensation/201 4/pediatrics#17.

Professors Noshir Contractor and Leslie DeChurch: Noshir S. Con-
tractor and Leslie A. DeChurch, “Integrating social networks and hu-
man social motives to achieve social influence at scale,” Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America
I111.4 (2014): 13650-13657.

“scientific discoveries to public good”: 1bid., p. 13650.

“beliefs and norms in the minds of the many”: 1bid.

attitude change and new norms within the community: Ibid., p. 13655.
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Too Small To Fail: Learn more about Too Small to Fail at http://too
small.org/.

Talk With Me Baby: Learn more about Talk With Me Baby at http://
www.talkwithmebaby.org/.

Reach Out And Read: Learn more about Reach Out and Read at http://
www.reachoutandread.org/.

who were not in Reach Out and Read in their preschool years: “Research
Findings,” Reach Out and Read, accessed February 23, 2015, http:/www.
reachoutandread.org/why-we-work/research-findings/. This link pro-
vides a complete listing of published research conducted by Reach Out
and Read.

Educare: To learn more about Educare, visit http://www.educare
schools.org/locations/chicago.php.

Mind In The Making: Learn more about Mind in the Making at http://
www.mindinthemaking.org/.

Vroom: Learn more about Vroom at http://www.joinvroom.org/.
Providence Talks: To learn more about Providence Talks, visit http:/
www.providencetalks.org/.
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